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The adoption of effective 
techniques by primary school teachers in 
inculcating creativity in children stands as 
a panacea for increase of academic  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

performance of primary school pupils for 
enhancement of national development. The 
importance of primary school education 
cannot be over emphasized as it serves as 
the bedrock on which all other educational 
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Abstract 
The paper highlighted techniques for inculcating creativity in primary school 

pupils in Nigeria. Concepts such as techniques, inculcation, creativity and primary 
(education) school were succinctly discussed. Issues such as effective techniques required 
by teachers for inculcating creativity in primary school pupils, conducive environment 
required for the teaching and learning of creativity in primary schools, identification of 
various creative arts children can be engaged in were discussed. The need for teachers to 
adopt new and effective techniques other than chalkboard and rhetoric kind of teaching 
creativity in primary schools was advocated. Some challenges such as teacher 
professionalism, curriculum context of teacher preparation, teacher motivation, and poor 
learning environment were identified as issues that hamper effective teaching of creativity 
in primary schools. The paper concluded that teachers who are key implementers of 
educational policies starting from the primary school education level should adequately 
inculcate into the pupils  permanent fundamental values and knowledge of creative (arts) 
skills  which will help them build upon in their educational and societal lives for national 
development. 
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programmes are built. It is on this 
background that the relevance of building 
into the children in primary schools 
creative minds come to bare. Inculcating 
creativity in primary school pupils 
invariably makes them entrepreneurial and 
creative with novel ideas for the promotion 
of art work.   It is a known fact that every 
child no matter the race and religion has 
the tendency to be curious about the world 
around him and reflect the environment in 
which they find themselves. Hence, the 
Nigerian child who forms the population 
of Nigerian primary schools can be 
nurtured, inspired and motivated to be 
creative by the teachers since childhood is 
a naturally receptive, absorbent stage for 
moulding character and skills. Due to the 
curious nature of children, every child 
becomes a potential artist or designer 
judging from his interaction and 
fascination with objects of unlike shapes, 
sizes, and weights and colours in a way 
that makes sense to them. Orifa (2003) 
opined that children enjoy art and that art 
reflects in their interest in colour and 
outlines which is obvious as soon as babies 
grab bright toys or delight at the liveliness 
of a familiar animal or animation of a 
domestic object. Teachers then require to 
build upon this inquisitive nature of 
children by adopting effective techniques 
that will help to successfully inculcate 
high spirit of creativity into the minds of 
the children.   
 
Primary Education    

Primary Education according to 
National Policy on Education (NPE 2004)  
is referred to as the education given in any 

institution for children between ages 5 to 
11 plus. According to the NPE (2004) the 
general objectives of primary education 
include: 
a. The inculcation of permanent 
literacy and numeracy and the ability to 
communicate effectively; 
b. Laying of a sound basis for 
scientific and effective thinking; 
c. Citizenship education as a basis 
for effective participation in and 
contribution to the life of the society; 
d. Character and moral training and 
the development of sound attitudes; 
e. Developing in the child the ability 
to adapt to his changing environment; 
f. Giving the child opportunities for 
developing manipulative skills that will 
enable him to function effectively in the 
society within the limits of his capacity; 
g. Providing basic tools for further 
educational advancement, including 
preparation for trades and crafts of the 
locality. 

Further,  Sofowora (2007) stated 
that in order to achieve these stated 
objectives, the Federal Government 
according to the National Policy will bear 
in mind the teacher – pupil ratio of 1 to 20 
for pre-primary and 1 to 30 for primary 
schools for the future. While according to 
them, during the period of transition a ratio 
of 1: 40 in the primary school will be 
accepted. 
 
Techniques  

Technique according to Hornby 
(2010) is a particular way of doing 
something especially one in which you 
have to learn special skills. It is a way of 
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carrying out a particular task, especially 
the execution or performance of an artistic 
work. The art of creativity is meant to be 
inculcated to children by teachers in 
diversified ways so as to make the pupils 
have the required interest that will make 
them articulate in practice for a better 
productivity.  

 
Creativity  

Building creativity in children is 
relevant to their social, cultural and 
educational lives as this will help them 
develop skills which will make them  
become useful to themselves, the society 
and nation at large.  Creativity in children 
can come in the form of making pictures, 
modeling, casting, carving, etc. Creativity 
involves the ability to bring into existence 
something new, ideas, products and 
processes through imaginative skills 
(Murtala, Sarah, Sola and Oluremi, 2012). 
It is an activity of the mind seeking to find 
answers to some of life’s problems. 
According to Friday (2007) creativity is 
the process by which a symbolic domain in 
the culture is changed. New songs, new 
ideas, new machines are made. It is 
marked by the ability to create, bring into 
existence, invent into a new form, produce 
through imaginative skill and bring into 
existence something new in the 
environment. Creativity is not just ability 
to create out of nothing, but the ability to 
generate new ideas by combining, 
changing, or reapplying existing ideas. 
Some creative ideas are astonishing and 
brilliant, while others are just simple, good 
practical ideas that no one seems to have 
thought of yet (Harris, 1998). Creativity is 

a significant aspect of learning that is 
essential to the development of emotional, 
material, spiritual and intellectual lives of 
the child. Therefore, it is encouraged 
through students doing various creative 
exercises that make them think and 
generate creative ideas in different ways 
(Kindler, 2008; Bogen and Bogen, 2003). 
Creativity requires passion and 
commitment that arouses awareness about 
what was previously hidden and points to 
new life. This has led to several 
discoveries by various people like  Bill 
Gate and the computer, Graham Bell and 
the telephone, Michael Faraday and 
electricity, Isaac Newton and physical law 
of science, the Wight brothers and 
Airplane, Adenuga and Consolidated oil, 
Atedo Peterside and Investment Banking 
and Thrust Company, Raymond Depokesi 
and Communications. The list is endless as 
creative minds continue to venture into 
things that are hidden for ease of life.  
 Opoku-Asare, Tachie-Menson & 
Ampeh (2015) expounded the areas of 
children’S creativity as thus:  
1. Making pictures, drawing and 
colour work (Doodling and Colouring, 
Basic Shapes, Crayon Resist Butterfly, 
Memory Drawing); 
2. Pattern Making, Print Making and 
Lettering (Sponge Printing, Stencil 
Printing, Frottage,  Direct Printing);  
3. Composition, Performance, 
Listening and Observing (Creating Dance 
Movements (steps), Creating Rhythmic 
Patterns, Acquiring Instrumental Skills); 
4. Weaving and Stitching (Threading 
a needle, Simple Stitches , Weaving);  
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5. Modelling, Casting and Carving ( 
Construction, Assemblage and Paper 
Work, bag making, Construction of Toy 
Vehicle, Construction of Pallet , Making 
of Sandals, Decorated Wall Clock) 
Engaging children in these areas of 
creativity helps to foster an understanding 
of broadening their inquisitive minds and 
nature to venture into the unknown for real 
life designs and artistry.    
 
Creativity in Children 
 Groves, Sawyers and Moran in 
Sofowora (2007) opine that for a child to 
grow creatively, he/she must be provided 
with creative materials. They also state 
that, for one to motivate and stimulate 
creativity in children, they must be 
involved in imaginative play and 
motivated by internal factors rather than 
external factors. Following this assertion, 
it can be argued that the days of chalk 
board,  rhetoric or humanities education 
appear to have been overtaken by the need 
for functional education demanded by the 
tidal wave of technological, economic, 
social and cultural challenges of the 
present time. It is envisaged that the child 
is exposed to art and design production to 
enable him appreciate the process and 
products of creative designs (Sofowora, 
2007). According to Rubin (2005), 
freedom is one of the ways teachers can 
think about facilitating conditions for 
growth necessary to help children actualize 
their creative potentials. This implies that 
the provision of a favouable environment 
would make it possible for each pupil to 
become him or herself. Therefore, teachers 
have to honour the child’s quest for 

learning by offering experiences which 
reveal the language of art and creativity in 
pupils.  According to Alabi,  Oduwaiye, 
and Fasasi, (2012) the components of a 
creative positive learning environment 
include physical, emotional, cultural/social 
and academic environments. An 
appropriate physical environment is one in 
which pupils feel safe, cared for and 
relaxed, with the support of adequate and 
relevant infrastructures such as buildings, 
seats, playing ground and necessary 
equipment. Children need safe and sound 
environment for learning. If a learning 
environment is not conducive enough for 
children to learn it will adversely affect the 
leaning conditions of the children.  Apart 
from the learning environment, the 
structured guidance of the children by the 
teachers can not be undermined. 
Schirrmacher (1998) believes that 
children’s artistic development can be 
facilitated through structured guided 
activities in which much direction and 
inputs from the teacher is required. 
Ensuring this requires a supply of 
specialist teachers whose training makes it 
easy for them to provide the skills, 
knowledge and attitudes designed for the 
syllabus to achieve . Effective education in 
the Creative Arts therefore demands 
teachers who can formulate worthwhile 
objectives, select appropriate content, use 
relevant teaching and learning resources, 
design appropriate teaching and learning 
activities to address the identified 
problems, and make appropriate provisions 
for evaluating the teaching-learning 
process (Delacrux, 1997). 
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Techniques for Inculcating Creativity in 
Primary School Children   

In order for primary school pupils 
to gain a better understanding on how to 
develop minds and creative ideas, teachers 
have to professionally diversify ways of 
improving children’s curiosity to learn 
through creativity. This diversification can 
be achieved through the adoption of 
effective techniques in the teaching, 
learning and inculcation process of 
creativity in primary schools. It is however 
pertinent to discuss effective techniques of 
teaching creativity to children in primary 
schools. Young children need a lot of 
guide from the teacher to bring out the best 
in them. This is because their formative 
years is crucial in developing their artistic 
skills, therefore the right method to bring 
out their talents must be appropriately 
employed.  

To understand and bring out the 
unique physiological differences in 
primary school pupils, teachers require a 
lot of patience and mastery of the 
appropriate skills in order to be able to 
teach and organize them appropriately in 
the teaching-learning process. There are 
several techniques or methods that can be 
employed by teachers to effectively teach 
creativity to children (pupils) in primary 
schools. These techniques are thus:       
1. Play Technique: The play 
technique is usually pupil centered. The 
play technique creates a conducive 
environment for pupils to acquire 
knowledge of art and learn artistic skills 
through play. According to Amperie in 
Ilechukwu (2013) the conventional 
purpose of role playing is to put in a 

stimulated social relationship with a view 
to understanding a particular problem or 
predicament and possibly changing their 
attitudes. Langerman and Smith in 
Ilechukwu (2013) added that the purpose 
of role playing  is to provide learners with 
the opportunities to assume different roles 
in a problem situation thereby increasing 
general understanding of human 
behaviours and then creative phenomenon 
out of each occurrences or situation. For 
instance, The studio is arranged with a 
variety of toys and features of real and 
“make believe” world. The essence of such 
arrangement is to arouse curiosity in the 
child and ignite learning process in the 
process of creativity. Educational 
reformers such as Foebel and Montessori 
appreciated the use of play method in 
learning (Ifeagwu 2000). Farrant (1988) 
also explained that Foebel recognized that 
the child is naturally creative rather than 
receptive. This could be seen in varied 
ways as children especially in rural areas 
are seen trying to show creativity through 
learning how to prepare  food with sand or 
clay and tomato can , using papers to build 
vehicles and kites which they drive and fly 
within their environment. These gestures 
shows a high level of engineering and 
home economics in children. Hence, they 
need to be encouraged and develop in their 
art of creativity. 
2. Dramatization: The dramatic 
technique process of creativity involves 
the active participation of the children in 
the presentation of concepts and ideas. The 
children are made to take active part in the 
story line. The actions there are made to 
perform as drama are usually based on 
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familiar happenings around them. An 
example can be derived from the animal 
kingdom tale. An instance can be taken 
from how the tortoise fell down from the 
sky and developed a “cracky back shell”. 
When these stories are dramatized, 
children become very interested in the 
figure and then are encouraged and 
motivated due to the parts the 
characteristic play in the drama. 
3.  Demonstration Technique: The 
demonstration technique of inculcating 
creativity in primary school pupils is used 
in teaching concepts or ideologies by 
integrating and manipulation of tools and 
materials and oral explanation. Smith 
(2002) explains that demonstration as 
instructional method in teaching creativity 
in primary schools, explain a particular 
skill or activity verbally and then put it in 
action in a step by step process. The 
teacher’s verbal explanation and 
demonstration are usually followed by 
opportunities for learners to practice the 
activity. Just like the dramatization 
methods, it is very effective in teaching 
creativity in the early childhood education. 
Unlike the play and dramatization 
methods, which are pupils centered, the 
demonstration method is teacher centered. 
Manipulation of artistic expressions 
requires a lot of demonstration by the 
teacher so that the pupils can fully grasp 
what is expected from them at every stage 
of the learning process.  
4. Discussion Technique: The 
discussion technique or method has to do 
with the active engagement of pupils by 
the teacher in a verbal reasoning. The 
exchange of ideas is for better 

understanding and appreciation of topic or 
project. Discussion method prepares pupils 
for public orientation such as seminars 
exhibitions and symposia. According to 
Smith (2001) discussion is a purposeful; 
dialogue among the learners and is guided 
by an instructor and focused on a jointly 
selected topic. The purpose of this method 
is to afford learners the opportunity to 
learn from each other by discovering 
topics of mutual interest, sharing 
information and opinions, identifying 
problems and the finding possible 
solutions. Through the discussion 
technique or group discussion, people are 
provided with the opportunities to acquire 
self confidence as participants in dialogue. 
Stewart (2001) explains that this method 
requires all participants to have at least a 
minimal level of knowledge otherwise it 
will be dominated by just a small number 
of participants. Encouraging students to 
hold discussions and voice viewpoints, 
even if they disagree with those of the 
instructors, this will also develop students 
skills in analyzing situations and thinking 
critically (Smith 2002).  
5. Project Technique: Project 
technique of teaching creativity involves 
the manipulation of substances or physical 
materials to result in the existence of a 
 product. This is a natural life 
 phenomenon like learning activity 
involving the  investigation and solving 
of problems by an  individual or 
small group. Akubue (1992), explains that 
project technique forces students to work 
on a particular topic or  problem. It can be 
taken by a whole class, by separate groups 
within the class, or by individuals. 
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Teachers may assign group projects to 
assist students in learning to  work well 
with other people (Smith, 2002). At the 
early primary level, small  projects 
such as making of paper match, collage, 
verses etc. are assigned. As they work  in 
groups, they brainstorm, exchange ideas 
and harness their creative skills.  
6. Individual project technique: 
The individual project technique is usually 
carried out  by individual pupil as 
scheduled to them by teachers. The pupil 
is  expected to carry out all the 
operations involved in the project with 
proper and adequate assistance from 
 the teacher where necessary by 
himself or herself without the help of other 
class  members. 
7.  Field trip technique: The field 
trip technique involves a movement of the 
immediate  studio or classroom 
environment to another location. This is to 
enable primary school  pupils observe 
and discover other real life situations of 
interest. Okeke (1989)  observed that the 
field trip method enables pupils to have a 
direct “on the scene”  knowledge of 
processes, life and reality in normal and 
functional settings. A good example of 
field trip can be a visit to Art galleries and 
museums. This method  motivates and 
instills a lasting memorial impression in 
the minds of the pupils. Field  trip as an 
instructional technique for the inculcation 
of creativity in pupils, involves  taking 
pupils to a location or first-hand 
observation of an activity 
 (Staley,1982).  Primary school 
pupils can be taken to attraction or tourist 
centres like museums, zoos,  water 

falls, etc. for instance in Cross River State, 
primary school children can be  taken  to 
the following centres;  Mary Slessor’s 
Residence in Creek town Calabar, 
 Cercopan, Refome lake, Monoliths 
site in Bansara, Canopy Walkway, 
Agbokim Waterfalls, Cross River National 
Park, Tinapa Business Resort, National 
 Museum, Marina Resort and 
Obudu Mountain Resort (Cross River 
Tourism Bureau, 2010  in  Ajake and 
Amalu, 2012).  
8. Stories, Proverbs and Songs: 
Storytelling, according to Akubue (1992) 
is perhaps  the oldest art in 
inculcating moral consciousness. 
Psychological methods stress the 
 need for using stories as entry 
behaviour in teaching creativity in primary 
schools,  because the pupils love 
stories which generally strip up their 
imagination (Mok, 1999). Stories are very 
useful tools that have moralizing effects in 
a number of ways to  children. Through 
stories and proverbs pupils learn how to 
organize imaginative thoughts to real art 
work in writing in terms of literary works 
or essays for use in pre-primary and 
primary schools. The teacher who tells a 
story well is like the rhapsodist  who 
leaves his audience breathless (Akubue, 
1992). Local stories, proverbs and songs 
 could be collected utilized to teach 
creativity in children for art and literary 
works or  essays.  
9. Questioning Technique: 
According to Akubue (1992), questioning 
is a teachers  verbal utterance which 
seeks responses from the leaner. 
Essentially, it is a teacher  –
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 controlled device for promoting 
thought, making appraisal, and moving 
students  towards the goals of 
instruction. It is one of the commonest 
 and readily available 
 techniques of most teachers who 
spend 70-80 percent of  the class time 
asking  questions (Ilechukwu, 2013). 
When correctly employed,  questions 
can be used to  stimulate analytical 
 thought, diagnose students 
difficulties, determine students  progress, 
motivate students,  clarify and expand 
concepts, encouraging thinking,  relate 
 cause to effect, and  encourage 
application of concepts (Akubue, 1992). 
The  question technique in  teaching 
creativity in primary school is used to 
provide feedback to children  since 
improvement in learning is an important 
aspect to the  teacher. The teacher 
believes that pupils should be given the 
opportunity to share  their  thoughts 
and comment aloud about another person’s 
work. To help the  children in 
acquiring the skill of providing 
constructive feedback, the teacher role-
 model’s the  way feedback is 
given by giving to the class constructive 
comments  in question form to 
pupil’s. After questioning, the teacher then 
encourages the  pupils to emulate the 
 questioning technique and try 
asking new questions in class for a better 
understanding of the lessen taught in the 
classroom.  
 
Conclusion 
 The nature of children like the 
primary school pupils is practically 

embedded with a high level of curiosity 
and quest for knowledge about life and 
what constitutes the environment in which 
they find themselves. Following such 
nature, it is necessary for teachers who are 
key implementers of educational policies 
starting from the primary school education 
to adequately inculcate permanent 
fundamental values and knowledge of 
creativity in them which will help them 
build upon in their educational and societal 
lives for national development. This 
creative idea can start from teaching the 
children how to count numbers, identify 
letters and teaching them creative 
techniques for materializing ideas through 
painting using crayon, painting of pictures 
and creating several other objects as their 
senses appeal through the effective 
guidance of the teacher in the teaching 
learning process.    
 
Recommendation          
The following recommendations were 
made:  
1. Teachers who build the 
educational career of the children from the 
primary level of education should 
inculcate creative skills into the children 
starting from an early age of their primary 
school education. 
2. Government school encourage a 
high level of (local) craft in primary which 
make children build a mind of creative 
thinking to make new concepts and ideas 
in material or solid form. 
3. Government should encourage 
teachers in terms of welfare/remuneration 
to enable teachers put more commitment 
to the teaching-learning process.          
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